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“We need justice, not business as usual”
Ne x t  Se p t e m b e r  the  pre s i d e n t s  an d  pr i m e  mi n i s t e r s  of  the  wo r l d  wi l l  m e e t  in  Ne w  Yo r k  to  

as s e s s  a  de c a d e  of  an t i p o v e r t y  ef f o r t s  an d  di s c u s s  the  wa y  for w a r d  in  mo m e n t s  of  

un p r e c e d e n t e d  com b i n a t i o n  of  gl o b a l  cri s e s  in  cl i m a t e ,  foo d ,  en e r g y ,  fin a n c e s  an d  the  ec o n o m y .

Th e  Un i t e d  Na t i o n s  wa s  cre a t e d  mo r e  tha n  si x  de c a d e s  ag o  aro u n d  the  bel i e f  in  a  wo r l d  fre e  of  

“fea r  an d  wa n t”  an d  wi t h  “dig n i t y  for  al l”  in  a  fra m e w o r k  of  a  “jus t  an d  las t i n g  pe a c e”.  In  199 5,  

af t e r  the  en d  of  the  Co l d  W a r  tha t  dre a m  be c a m e  the  sol e m n  com m i t m e n t  by  al l  he a d s  of  St a t e  

an d  gov e r n m e n t  to  era d i c a t e  po v e r t y  fro m  the  wo r l d  an d  to  ach i e v e  ge n d e r  eq u i t y .  In  2000  the  

M i l l e n n i u m  De c l a r a t i o n  se t  the  da t e  of  20 1 5  to  ach i e v e  the  mo s t  ur g e n t  of  the  int e r n a t i o n a l l y  

ag r e e d  so c i a l  de v e l o p m e n t  go a l s ,  kno w n  as  “Mil l e n n i u m  De v e l o p m e n t  G o a l s”  or  MD G s .

O v e r  a  hu n d r e d  pre s i d e n t s ,  mo n a r c h s  an d  pr i m e  mi n i s t e r s  si g n e d  thi s  pl e d g e :  “We  wi l l  sp a r e  no  

ef f o r t  to  fre e  ou r  fel l o w  me n ,  wom e n  an d  chi l d r e n  fro m  the  ab j e c t  an d  de h u m a n i z i n g  co n d i t i o n s  

of  ex t r e m e  po v e r t y ,  to  wh i c h  mo r e  tha n  a  bi l l i o n  of  the m  are  cu r r e n t l y  sub j e c t e d .”  Th e  fir s t  of  the  

MD G s  pro m i s e s  to  red u c e  by  hal f  by  20 1 5  the  pr o p o r t i o n  of  pe o p l e  livi n g  in  po v e r t y  an d  wi t h  

hu n g e r .

In  Se p t e m b e r  2008,  m i n i s t e r s  fro m  aro u n d  the  wo r l d  sta t e d  tha t  “how e v e r ,  1.4  bi l l i o n  pe o p l e  —

mo s t  of  the m  wom e n  an d  gi r l s  —  sti l l  liv e  in  ex t r e m e  pov e r t y . ..”  an d  in  Ja n u a r y  20 1 0  the  Wo r l d  

Ba n k  an n o u n c e d  tha t  “an  es t i m a t e d  64  mi l l i o n  mo r e  pe o p l e  ma y  be  liv i n g  in  ex t r e m e  po v e r t y  by  

the  en d  of  20 1 0  du e  to  the  cr i s i s“
.1
 

W i t h  ar o u n d  1.5  bi l l i o n  pe o p l e  in  ex t r e m e  pov e r t y  in  20 1 0  (1.4  in  2008  plu s  64  mi l l i o n s  ad d e d  by  

the  cr i s i s  in  2009), the  pov e r t y  red u c t i o n  pro m i s e  se e m s  alm o s t  imp o s s i b l e  to  ach i e v e!

1  Fro m  the  "Ac c r a  Ag e n d a  for  Ac t i o n”,  ad o p t e d  by  the  Th i r d  Hi g h  Le v e l  Fo r u m  on  Ai d  Ef f e c t i v e n e s s ,  

Se p t e m b e r  4,  2008.



In  fac t ,  ac c o r d i n g  to  the  rep o r t  of  the  se c r e t a r y  ge n e r a l  of  the  Un i t e d  Na t i o n s ,  the  nu m b e r  of  
pe o p l e  un d e r  the  $1  a  day  pov e r t y  line  “we n t  up  by  92  mi l l i o n  in  sub- Sa h a r a n  Af r i c a  an d  by  8  
mi l l i o n  in  W e s t  As i a  du r i n g  the  pe r i o d  1990  to  2005”.  Fu r t h e r ,  “the  po v e r t y  si t u a t i o n  is  mo r e  
se r i o u s  wh e n  ot h e r  di m e n s i o n s  of  po v e r t y ,  ac k n o w l e d g e d  at  the  1995  Wo r l d  Su m m i t  for  So c i a l  
De v e l o p m e n t ,  su c h  as  de p r i v a t i o n ,  so c i a l  ex c l u s i o n  an d  lac k  of  pa r t i c i p a t i o n ,  ar e  al s o  
co n s i d e r e d ”.

G o a l  8  of  the  MD G s  cal l e d  for  the  es t a b l i s h m e n t  of   global  partnerships  ar o u n d  tra d e ,  ai d,  de b t  

ca n c e l l a t i o n  an d  tec h n o l o g y  tra n s f e r  in  or d e r  to  en a b l e  de v e l o p i n g  co u n t r i e s  to  ach i e v e  the  

ot h e r  se v e n  go a l s  on  he a l t h ,  ed u c a t i o n  an d  san i t a t i o n .

So m e  pro g r e s s  ha s  be e n  ma d e  sin c e  in  ca n c e l l i n g  the  bi l a t e r a l  an d  mu l t i l a t e r a l  ex t e r n a l  de b t s  of  

som e  of  the  po o r e s t  co u n t r i e s ,  bu t  thi s  is  far  fro m  en o u g h .  On  tra d e ,  the r e  are  no  po s i t i v e  

mo v e s .  A  development  round  of  tra d e  ne g o t i a t i o n s  st a r t e d  in  Do h a  in  Se p t e m b e r  200 1 .   Its  

de v e l o p m e n t  com p o n e n t  is  ins i g n i f i c a n t  an d  eve n  so  is  sti l l  far  fro m  be i n g  co n c l u d e d .  

Te c h n o l o g y  tra n s f e r  ha s  be e n  ma d e  eve n  mo r e  ex p e n s i v e  by  the  st r i c t  en f o r c e m e n t  of  

int e l l e c t u a l  pro p e r t y  rul e s .  Fo r e i g n  aid  ha s  no t  inc r e a s e d  at  al l.  It  wa s  0.44  pe r  cen t  of  the  

inc o m e  of  the  do n o r  co u n t r i e s  in  1992  an d  0.43  pe r  cen t  in  2008.  On e  fou r t h  of  the  to t a l  ai d  

go e s  to  jus t  six  co u n t r i e s :  Af g h a n i s t a n ,  Ira q,  Ch i n a ,  Ind i a ,  Ind o n e s i a  an d  Vi e t n a m .

Th e  no n- com p l i a n c e  of  de v e l o p e d  cou n t r i e s  wi t h  the i r  com m i t m e n t s  un d e r  Go a l  8  is  ce r t a i n l y  
no t  un r e l a t e d  wi t h  the  ins u f f i c i e n t  pr o g r e s s  on  the  ot h e r  G o a l s .  Th e  un e v e n  dom e s t i c  di s t r i b u t i o n  
of  res o u r c e s  is  the  ot h e r .  Du r i n g  the  fi rs t  yea r s  of  the  21

st
 ce n t u r y ,  ma n y  de v e l o p i n g  co u n t r i e s  

ex p e r i e n c e d  hi g h  lev e l s  of  eco n o m i c  gr o w t h ,  bu t  po v e r t y  red u c t i o n  an d  job  cre a t i o n  lag g e d  
be h i n d .  Th i s  “fai l u r e  to  del i v e r  on  the  nec e s s a r y  fin a n c e ,  se r v i c e s ,  tec h n i c a l  su p p o r t  an d  
pa r t n e r s h i p s
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” wa s  “agg r a v a t e d  by  the  glo b a l  foo d  an d  ec o n o m i c  cr i s e s  as  we l l  as  the  fai l u r e  of  

va r i o u s  dev e l o p m e n t  po l i c i e s  an d  pro g r a m m e s ” .  Th u s  “imp r o v e m e n t s  in  the  liv e s  of  the  po o r  
ha v e  be e n  un a c c e p t a b l y  sl o w  to  ac h i e v e ,  wh i l e  som e  ha r d  wo n  gai n s  ar e  bei n g  er o d e d”.  

M r.  Ba n  Ki-mo o n ,  the  Se c r e t a r y  Ge n e r a l  of  the  Un i t e d  Na t i o n s  ac k n o w l e d g e s  the s e  fai l u r e s  
ho n e s t l y  an d  exp l i c i t l y  rec o g n i z e s  the  MD G s  as  “an  ex p r e s s i o n  of  ba s i c  hu m a n  rig h t s :  the  rig h t s  
of  eve r y o n e  to  go o d  he a l t h ,  ed u c a t i o n  an d  she l t e r”.

To  ap p r o a c h  the  MD G s  as  ba s i c  hum a n  rig h t s  im p l i e s  lin k i n g  po v e r t y  era d i c a t i o n  wi t h  
en h a n c i n g  eq u i t y  an d  so c i a l  int e g r a t i o n .  Ac c o r d i n g  to  the  rec e n t  “Re t h i n k i n g  Po v e r t y”  rep o r t

3
, 

“an  int e g r a t e d  ap p r o a c h  to  ec o n o m i c  an d  so c i a l  po l i c i e s  for  the  be n e f i t  of  al l  ci t i z e n s  (…) cal l s  
for  mo r e  de v e l o p m e n t a l l y  or i e n t e d  an d  pr o g r e s s i v e  St a t e  ac t i v i s m  an d  un i v e r s a l i s m  —  as  
op p o s e d  to  se l e c t i v i t y  —  in  the  ap p r o a c h  to  so c i a l  po l i c y”.

Th e r e  is  al w a y s  a  ne e d  for  foc a l i z e d  so c i a l  po l i c i e s  in  em e r g e n c y  si t u a t i o n s ,  bu t  the  
obs e r v a t i o n s  of  ou r  me m b e r s  in  the  las t  de c a d e  sh o w  tha t  tho s e  pol i c i e s  ar e  no  su b s t i t u t e  for  
the  un i v e r s a l  pro v i s i o n  of  so c i a l  se r v i c e s  an d  rig h t s- ba s e d  ap p r o a c h e s .

Th e  2009  So c i a l  W a t c h  Re p o r t  ad d i t i o n a l l y  fou n d  a  lot  of  ev i d e n c e  tha t  to  inv e s t  in  the  po o r ,  
thr o u g h  so c i a l  se r v i c e s  or  ev e n  di r e c t  ca s h  tra n s f e r s  ma k e s  for  a  be t t e r  sti m u l u s  pa c k a g e  for  the  
ec o n o m i e s  as  a  wh o l e  the n  sub s i d i z i n g  the  al r e a d y  ri ch .  Th e  rea s o n  for  thi s  ma t c h  of  the  et h i c a l  
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 Keeping  the  promise:  a  forward- looking  review  to promote  an  agreed  action  agenda  to achieve  the  Millennium  

Developm ent  Goals  by  2015 , Ge n e r a l  As s e m b l y  do c u m e n t  A/64/665,  Un i t e d  Na t i o n s  20 1 0
3 Rethinking  Poverty:  Report  on  the  World  Social  Situation  2010 (Uni t e d  Na t i o n s ,  20 1 0)



im p e r a t i v e  wi t h  ec o n o m i c  go o d  se n s e  is  sim p l e ,  in  tim e s  of  cri s i s  af f l u e n t  pe o p l e  sa v e  wh e n  
the y  can  an d  ris k- ave r s i o n  de m o r a l i z e s  inv e s t o r s ,  wh e r e a s  tho s e  livi n g  in  po v e r t y  ca n  onl y  
sp e n d  an y  su p p o r t  the y  ge t .

Th e  So c i a l  W a t c h  ne t w o r k ,  wi t h  me m b e r s  in  ove r  70  co u n t r i e s ,  wi l l  ac t i v e l y  pa r t i c i p a t e  in  the  
pro c e s s  lea d i n g  to  ne x t  Se p t e m b e r  Su m m i t ,  con t r i b u t i n g  to  it  wi t h  the  find i n g s  an d  an a l y s i s  of  
civ i l  so c i e t y  or g a n i z a t i o n s  fro m  aro u n d  the  wo r l d .

“If  the  po o r  we r e  a  ba n k ,  the y  wo u l d  ha v e  be e n  res c u e d ”,  is  the  sar c a s t i c  com m e n t  tha t  ma n y  
pe o p l e  ma k e  wh e n  the  ad d i t i o n a l  mo n e y  ne e d e d  to  ach i e v e  the  MD G s  (esti m a t e d  at  ar o u n d  
$100  bi l l i o n  a  ye a r)  is  com p a r e d  wi t h  the  tri l l i o n s  of  do l l a r s  di s b u r s e d  in  the  las t  two  ye a r s  in  the  
ri ch e s t  cou n t r i e s  to  res c u e  fai l e d  ba n k s  an d  try  to  rev e r s e  the  ef f e c t s  of  the  fin a n c i a l  cri s i s.

In  pra c t i c e ,  tho u g h ,  the  les s  pr i v i l e g e d  in  ric h  an d  po o r  co u n t r i e s  al i k e  no t  on l y  su f f e r  the  di r e c t  
co n s e q u e n c e s  of  the  cri s i s  in  the  for m  of  los s  of  job s,  sa v i n g s  an d  eve n  the i r  ho u s e h o l d s ,  bu t  
are  al s o  req u i r e d  to  pa y  for  the  res c u e  an d  sti m u l u s  pa c k a g e s  thr o u g h  hi g h e r  tax e s  an d  
red u c e d  sal a r i e s  an d  so c i a l  be n e f i t s .  

In  thi s  co n t e x t ,  to  ca l l  for  “mo r e  of  the  sam e”  is  no t  the  ans w e r .  Mo r e  ai d  mo n e y  an d  be t t e r  tra d e  
ter m s  for  de v e l o p i n g  cou n t r i e s  are  an  et h i c a l  imp e r a t i v e  now  eve n  mo r e  tha n  be f o r e .  Bu t,  to  
fac e  the  dra m a t i c  so c i a l  an d  en v i r o n m e n t a l  imp a c t s  of  the  cu r r e n t  mu l t i p l e  cri s e s ,  we  ne e d  to  
mo v e  be y o n d  a  “bus i n e s s  as  us u a l”  ap p r o a c h  an d  sta r t  wo r k  tow a r d s  a  com p r e h e n s i v e  jus t i c e  
pro g r a m m e :

• Cl i m a t e  jus t i c e  (reco g n i t i o n  of  the  “clim a t e  de b t”,  inv e s t m e n t  in  cl e a n  tec h n o l o g i e s  an d  
pro m o t i o n  of  a  dec e n t  job  cre a t i n g  gre e n  ec o n o m y)

• Fi n a n c i a l ,  fis c a l  an d  eco n o m i c  jus t i c e  (the  fina n c i a l  se c t o r  sho u l d  pa y  for  the  cri s i s  the y  
cre a t e d ,  thr o u g h  a  fina n c i a l  tra n s a c t i o n  tax  or  sim i l a r  me c h a n i s m ,  sp e c u l a t i o n  ne e d s  to  
be  reg u l a t e d ,  tax  he a v e n s  an d  the  ‘rac e  to  the  bo t t o m ’  in  tax  pol i c i e s  en d e d  or  rev e r t e d ,  
de v e l o p i n g  cou n t r i e s  al l o w e d  de f e n s i v e  con t r o l  of  cap i t a l  flow s  an d  po l i c y  sp a c e)

• So c i a l  an d  ge n d e r  jus t i c e  (achi e v e  the  MD G s ,  pro m o t e  ge n d e r  eq u a l i t y ,  un i v e r s a l  ba s i c  
so c i a l  se r v i c e s  an d  “dig n i t y  for  al l”) an d …

• Pl a i n  ol d  jus t i c e  (judg e s  an d  tri b u n a l s)  to  de m a n d  the  bas i c  so c i a l  rig h t s .

In  tim e s  of  un p r e c e d e n t e d  cri s i s ,  cou r a g e  to  be  bo l d  an d  inn o v a t i v e  is  req u i r e d  fro m  lea d e r s .  
Te n  ye a r s  ag o  the  Mi l l e n n i u m  De c l a r a t i o n  pr o m i s e d  “a  mo r e  pe a c e f u l ,  pro s p e r o u s  an d  jus t  
wo r l d”.  So c i a l  W a t c h  is  com m i t t e d  to  he l p  ci t i z e n s  fro m  aro u n d  the  wo r l d  to  ho l d  the i r  
go v e r n m e n t s  ac c o u n t a b l e  to  tha t  pr o m i s e .

Da r- es- Sa l a a m ,  Ap r i l  20 1 0


