
 

Vision of a Responsible Europe in the World 

The European Union is a community, born of a desire 
for peace and stability, and based on a commitment 
to the values of democracy, equality, solidarity, social 
justice, human rights, tolerance and the international 
rule of law. It is also a unique model of cooperation 
amongst states, and a testament to the importance 
of recognising strength in diversity, fostering 
common interests, increasing collective prosperity 
and building strong and secure relationships. As it 
evolves in size and stature, these shared values must 
continue to shape Europe’s cooperation both within 
and beyond its borders. 

As a global player and as the largest provider of 
development aid, Europe now has both the 
opportunity and the mandate, to articulate an 
alternative to the increasingly unilateral world order 
by rooting its Foreign Policy in positive values. It 
should become the advocate of people living in 
poverty by fighting harder in favour of a fairer world 
in which injustices and inequalities are abolished, 
women are empowered, human rights are respected 
and the environment is protected. 

Our Vision of Europe is a community of states, which 
honours our shared values and recognises our shared 
responsibilities - a Union that manifests itself in word 
and deed as a Responsible Europe. 
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